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For Using Research
and Effective
Instruction to
Improve Reading
Literacy

by Terry Smith

action you may wish to fol low and the related
resource materials to assist you in each
action.
One, become knowledgeable about how
children acquire the reading process and
how they can best be instructed in reading for
process and content. In recent years, educators
have conducted much research into the
nature of the reading process and how we
acquire written language. The Michigan
Reading Curriculum Review Committee
compiled a summary of much of this research
in the booklet What Research Says to the
Classroom Teacher About Reading. Th is
booklet deals with what is known about the
three critical factors in reading: the Reader,
the Text, and the Context of the reading
situation. The information is organized in
three categories. The first is a statement of
research evidence. The second is a statement
of classroom implications of the research. The
third is the teacher knowledge that is
necessary for application of the research. A
glossary of terms and a bibliography are
included.
Because of the unique needs and
situations of learners who are remedial
students or whose native language is one
other than English, the Curriculum Review
Committee compiled the same research into
two other publications. These booklets are

In the past year, two documents which
provide direction for improving reading
instruction in Michigan were developed. The
Michigan Department of Education, assisted
by professional associations and local
educators revised the Michigan K-12
Program Standards of Quality, a document
which describes the desirable components of
an optimal public school program. This
includes an up-to-date discussion of what to
include in a reading instructional program at
the elementary and secondary levels. It
identifies both what students might be taught
and opportunities students might have in
school.
The other document,Statewide Plan for
Reading, was developed by the Reading
Curriculum Review Committee to assist and
encourage others to assume leadership in
their own schools and improve reading
throughout Michigan by improving reading
in every school. Opportunities and
responsibilities are recommended for schools,
communities, the department of education
and legislature, professional organizations,
and publishing companies. One component
of this "Plan" that is of particular interest to
teachers is the "Michigan State Board of
Education - Statewide Professional
Development Model for Reading Instruction",
which describes knowledge and instructional
strategies for teachers to acquire.
Now, how can you in your district,
institution, or agency exhibit leadership as
recommended in the "Statewide Plan for
Reading" and incorporate the "Michigan K12 Program Standards of Quality for
Reading" into your instructional program?
A number of actions can be taken to
achieve these objectives and a number of
resources are available. Here is one course of

What Research Says to the Classroom
Teacher About Reading for the
Compensatory Education Student and
What Research Says to the Classroom
Teacher About Reading for the Second
Language Learner. These booklets also
deal with Reader, Text, and Context, but the
statements of Classroom Implications and
Teacher Knowledge pertain to teachers of
students with different needs.
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of the Curriculum Review Committee or Dr.
Elaine Weber to arrange for a consultant to
visit you.
Three, include the Michigan State Board
of Education's Essential Goals and Objectives
for Reading Education in your local reading
curriculum. They are available in a document
of the same name from the Michigan
Department of Education. The goals and
objectives, adopted in May 1986, are based
on the philosophy that has become known as
Michigan's new definition of reading. It
states, "Reading is the process of constructing
meaning through the dynamic interaction
among the reader, the text, and the context of
the reading situation." To achieve the goal of
developing strategic, motivated readers,
objectives have been written in three major
areas: constructing meaning, knowledge
about reading, and attitudes and selfperception. these goals and objectives are
not intended to be your exclusive reading
curriculum. You are expected to review your
curriculum and determine what to include
according to the unique needs of your
community. However, these are the goals and
objectives of the Michigan State Board of
Education, and it behooves you to incorporate
them into your goals and objectives.
Four, prepare your educators to become
decision makers about the lessons that they
design and teach at the elementary and
secondary levels. Developing these
competencies is part of the second level of the
"Statewide Professional Development Model
for Reading Instruction". In February 1986 the
Curriculum Review Committee conducted a
conference, The State of Reading, to assist
educators in making higher order decisions
about the reader and the text in the context of
their reading instruction. A booklet was
produced to extend the influence of the
conference to those who were unable to
attend. The booklet New Decisions About
Reading: Instruction deals with effective
reading strategies, effective teaching
strategies, appropriate attitudes about the
readability of text, and considerations about
asking questions that encourage strategic
reading. Like the research booklets, New
Decisions About Reading is available from
Michigan Reading Association for $1.50.
In addition, videotapes were recorded of
many of the speakers at the conference.

The information in each of the three
booklets provides the basis for comprehensive,
authentic, and quality reading education. If
every Michigan educator knew and practiced
the ideas in What Research Says to the
Classroom Teacher About Reading, we
would achieve our goals and objectives for
reading education. Becoming knowledgeable
about the interactive model of the reading
process is the first level of the "Statewide
Professional Development Model for Reading
Education.''
The Michigan Reading Curriculum Review
Committee as an extension of the Michigan
Department of Education created these
materials and wishes to disseminate the
information. Although the State of Michigan
does not charge for materials, it is unable to
finance the free distribution of these booklets.
The Michigan Reading Association published
all three booklets. Each is availalbe for $1.50
from the Michigan Reading Association.
Discounted costs are available for large
quantity purchases.
Two, review your curriculum according to
your newly developed knowledge about the
nature of the reading process. When
Michigan educators began to question the
validity of their local district reading
curricula, the Reading Curriculum Review
Process Committee was formed to help them
study the recent research about reading and
evaluate their curricula on that basis. The
product of their study was the Michigan
Reading Curriculum Review Process. This
process examines three aspects of a reading
curriculum: comprehensiveness, authenticity,
and quality. Educators reviewing their reading
curriculum determine if it is comprehensive
(i.e. does it include all of the components of
an effective curriculum), if it is authentic (i.e.
does it achieve what it purports to achieve),
and if it is quality (i.e. does it reflect the
current knowledge about the reading
process). Your resource in this action is a
human resource rather than printed materials.
Members of the Curriculum Review Committee
and other individuals who were trained by
the Committee are available to assist you in
the Reading Curriculum Review Process. They
have the printed materials necessary to help
you evaluate your existing reading curriculum
and to make decisions about your ideal
curriculum. You may contact either a member
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which you might select what you will do. As
you begin your course of action you will need
to rely on the support of human and printed
resources. The Curriculum Review Committee
compiled portions of selected resource
materials and some previously unpublished
material into Reading at a Glance for
Michigan Administrators to serve as a brief
reference guide. This not-for-administratorsonly document is printed in a coat pocket/purse size format and is designed for use in
planning and consultation. In addition to the
philosophy of reading, objectives, program
standards, and professional development
models, it includes classroom examples of the
new definition of reading, an annotated
bibliography, and a limited glossary of
common but possibly unfamiliar terms. It is
available for $1.00 c/o Glenowyn Jones,
Genessee Intermediate School District.
Once again, how can you exhibit
leadership as recommended for your district,
institution, or agency in the "Statewide Plan
for Reading" and incorporate the Michigan
K-12 Program Standards of Quality for
Reading into your instruction?
1. Become knowledgeable.
2. Review your curriculum.
3. Include the Essential Goals and
Objectives in your curriculum.
4. Prepare your educators to make
decisions.
5. Deliver direct instruction.
What resources are available to assist you in
achieving these objectives?

These tapes featuring nationally known
authorities, including Dorsey Hammond,
Gerald Duffy, and Karen Wixson, were
duplicated and placed in each Regional
Enrichment Materials Center in Michigan.
They are available for your individual or
group training use without cost. Contact your
REMC director.
Five, deliver direct reading instruction in
the basal reading program in the elementary
school and in the content courses in the
secondary school. Becoming competent in
strategic teaching of reading lessons is the
second level of the "Statewide Professional
Development Model for Reading Instruction".
In November 1986 the Curriculum Review
Committee conducted "The State of Reading:
Basals" conference to assist classroom
teachers in more educated use of their basal
reading programs. Bookmarks from "The

State of Reading: Basals" Conference
were produced for the use ofall teachers who
use basal reading programs. Each bookmark
may be placed in a basal reader teacher
guide where the teacher decides the str,ategy
is most appropriate. They deal with strategies
for use in preparation of a lesson, and before,
during, and after the directed reading
activity. The "Bookmarks" are available from
Michigan Reading Association at a cost of
$4.00 for a complete set.
In February 1987 the Curriculum Review
Committee trained secondary school teachers
to improve reading instruction in the content
courses. A booklet The Document from The

State of Reading: Reading, Thinking and
Learning in the Secondary Classroom was

Terry Smith teaches second and third grades

at McKinley School in the Battle Creek Public
Schools. He serves on the Michigan
Department of Education's Reading
Curriculum Review Committee.

published in conjunction with this conference.
Each speaker contributed a brief discussion
offactors and considerations about instruction
for comprehension of content area text
material. Some are broad in scope; some are
narrow in focus. Each includes a summary of
research indicating its significance to the
reading/thinking process, and also comments
on directions and effects of implementing the
strategies into one's instruction. This document
was produced only for distribution at the
conference. However, a limited number of
copies are available. You may request a
single copy from Dr. Elaine Weber, Reading
Instructional Specialist in the Michigan
Department of Education.
A number of opportunities exist from

RESOURCES
Statewide Plan for Reading, proposed by local
educators, for the purpose of using research
and effective instruction to improve the
reading literacy of students in Michigan
(DRAFT). (Michigan Department of Education).
Michigan State Board of Education - Statewide
Professional Development Model for Reading
Instruction. (Michigan Department of Education)
Michigan K-12 Program Standards of Quality.
(Michigan Department of Education).

What Research Says to the Classroom Teacher
About Reading. (Michigan Reading Association,
$1.50).
continued on page 21
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"Understanding
Expository Text:
More Power to the Reader

Good and Poor Readers." Journal of Reading
Behavior, vol. 13 (Spring 1981 ), pp. 5-22.
Pearson, P. David . "Asking Questions About Stories,"
Ginn Occasional Paper Number 15, 1982.

Zakaluk, Beverly, S. Jay Samuels, and Barbara M. Taylor.

continued from page 17

"A Simple Techniquefor Estimating Prior Knowledge:
Word Association." Journal of Reading, vol. 30,
no. l (October 1986), pp. 56-60.

Meyer, Bonnie J.F., and Elizabeth G. Rice. "The Structure ,
of Text. " In Handbook of Reading Research,
edited by P. David Pearson. New York and London:
Longman Press, 1984, p. 328.
Slotsky, Sandra . "A Proposal for Improving High School
Students' Ability to Read and Write Expository
Prose." Journal of Reading, vol. 28 (October
1984), p. 5.
Thelen, Judith. "Preparing Students for Content Reading
Assignments", Journal of Reading, vol. 25,
(March, 1982), p. 544.

Reading Standards:
The Real "Bottom Line"
is Not the MEAP!
continued from page 5
Becoming Readers in a Complex Society,
National Society for the Study of Education, Part 1,
p. 66.
5. Kirsch, Irwin S. and Jungeblut, Ann (1986), Literacy:
Profiles of America's Young Adults, National
Assessment of Educational Progress, p. 5.

Prior Knowledge
and Schema Theory
- What and Why?

6. Venezky, Richard, Kaestle, Carl F., Sum, Andrew M.
(1987) . The Subtle Danger: Reflections on the
Literacy Abilities of America's Young Adults, p.
43.
7. Hodgkinson, Harold L. (1987), Michigan: The State
and its Educational System, The Institute for
Educational Leadership, Inc., Washington, D.C.,
back cover.
8. Applebee, Arthur, Langer, Judith, Mullis, Ina (1987)
Learning to be Literate in America: Reading,
Writing, and Reasoning, National Assessment of
Education! Progress p. 48.

continued from page 10
Hansen, Jane, and Ruth Hubbard . "Poor Readers Can
Draw Inferences." The Reading Teacher, vol. 37
(March 1984), pp. 586-89.
Holmes, Betty C. "The Effect of Prior Knowledge on
the Question Answering of Good and Poor
Readers." Journal of Reading Behavior, vol. 15, no.
l (1983) pp. 1-18.
Holmes, Betty C., and Nancy L. Roser. "Five Ways to
Assess Readers' Prior Knowledge." The Reading
Teacher, vol. 40, no. 7 (March 1987) pp. 646-649.
Kintsch, Walter, E. Kozimsky, W.J. Streby, G. McKoon,
and J.M. Keenan. "Comprehension and Recall of
Text as a Function of Content Variables."
Journal of Verbal Learning and Verbal Behavior,
vol. 14 (April 1975), pp. 196-214.
Langer , Judith A. and Victoria Purcell-Gates.
"Knowledge and Comprehension: Helping
Students Use What They Know," Reading,
Thinking, and Concept Development, editors: T.L.
Harris and E.J. Cooper, College Entrance
Examination Board, N.Y., 1985.
Lipson, Marjorie Youmans. "Some Unexpected Issues
in Prior Knowledge and Comprehension." The
Reading Teacher, vol. 37, no. 8 (April 1984) pp.
760-764.
McNeil, John D. Reading Comprehension New
Directions for Classroom Practice. Scott,
Foresman and Company, 1984, pp. 2-25, 61-65.
Markham, Ellen M. "Realizing You Don't Understand
Elementary School Children's Awareness of
Inconsistencies." Child Development, vol. 50 (September
1979), pp. 643-55.
Niles, Olive S. "Organization Perceived." In
Perspectives in Reading: Developing Study Skills in
Secondary Schools, edited by H.H. Hoover,
Newark, Del.: International Reading Assoc., 1965.
Ohlihausen, Marilyn McKenney and Cathy M. Roller.
"Teaching Students to Use a Nation Schema to
Learn About Countries." Journal of Reading, vol.
30, no. 3 (December 1986), pp. 212-217.
Paris, Scott and Meyer Myers. "Comprehension
Monitoring, Memory. and Study Strategies of

For Using Research and
Effective Instruction to
Improve Reading Literacy
continued from page 20
What Research Says to the Classroom Teacher
About Reading for the Compensatory Education
Student. (Michigan Reading Association, $1.50)
What Research Says to the Classroom Teacher
About Reading for the Second Language
Learner. (Michigan Reading Association, $1.50).
Reading Curriculum Review Process (trainer's
manual). (Consultant required. Contact Curriculum

Review Committee members or Dr. Elaine Weber,
Michigan Department of Education).
Essential Goals and Objective for Reading Education.

(Michigan Department of Education, single copies
free of charge).
New Decisions About Reading: Instruction. (Michigan
Reading Association, $1.50).
Videotapes of The State of Reading Conference. (REMC,
available free of charge).
Bookmarks from "The State of Reading: Basals"
Conference. (Michigan Reading Association, $4.00).
The Document from The State of Reading: Reading,
Thinking and Learning in the Secondary
Classroom. (Michigan Department of Education,

single copies free of charge while a limited quantity
last).
Reading at a Glance for Michigan Administrators.

(MDE Reading Curriculum Review Committee,
$1 .00, c/o Glenowyn Jones, Genessee I.S.D.)
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Please check one:
5 15.00
NEW MEMBER D
• REGULAR
5
15.00
RENEWAL D
• INSTITUTION
5
D PARENT
7.50 (available to non-educators only)
5
8.00 (full-time undergraduates only)
• STUDENT
College Attending _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Check No.
Faculty Signature - - - - - - - - - - - Date _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM ALONG WITH YOUR REMITTANCE TO:
MEMBERSHIP, Michigan Reading Association, Box 7509, Grand Rapids, Ml 49510.

22

ORDER FORM
The following Michigan Reading Association publications are available for
purchase. All orders must be PREPAID. To speed the process of ordering, please
fol low these steps.
1. Indicate which item(s) you desire.

2. Enclose your check or money order for the correct amount.
3. Send to: Michigan Reading Association
P.O. Box 7509
Grand Rapids, Ml 49510
Telephone _ _ __

Name

City

Zip

# of copies

Price*

Publication

_ _ _ What Research Says to the Classroom Teacher About Reading

$1.50

_ _ _ What Research Says to the Classroom Teacher About Reading
FOR THE SECOND LANGUAGE LEARNER

$1.50

_ _ _ What Research Says to the Cla¥rpom Teacher About Reading
FOR THE COMPENSATORY EDUCATION LEARNER

$1.50

_ _ _ New Decisions About Reading: Instruction

$1.50

_ _ _ Michigan Readers in Action

$3.00

_ _ _ Early Childhood Education & Reading - A Resource Guide for
Teachers & Parents of Children Ages 0-8

$8.00

_ _ _ Using Computers in Reading Instruction: Position Paper
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_ _ _ Guidelines for Evaluating Reading Software: Position Paper
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_ _ _ Computers in the Reading Program

$6.00

_ _ _ Building Your Child's Study Skills

$4.00/50 copies or $.25 ea.

_ _ _ Parents: Help Your Child to Read Better!

$4.00/50 copies or $.25 ea.

_ _ _ Shared Shopping

$4.00/50 copies or $.25 ea.

_ _ _ Let's Talk About Reading

$4.00/50 copies or $.25 ea.

_ _ _ Young Authors - 1986

$3.00

_ _ _ State of Reading:

$4.00

Basals (Bookmarks)

_ _ _ March is Reading Month

$3.00

_ _ _ Reading Month Activity Packet: Set 1 Elementary

$3.00

_ _ _ Reading Month Activity Packet: Set 2 Secondary

$3.00

• Out of state and large quantity prices vary. Please write for correct prices.
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More than
70,000 IRA members
use Reading Today to stay
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the reading profession .

Join them!
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Basic Membership
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New Definition
of Reading
Reading is the
process of

constructing meaning
through the

dyna~ic interaction
among the reader's

existing knowledge,
the

information suggested
by the written
language, and the

· context
of the
reading situation.

